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Vasantavijaya, The Triumph of Spring, and CakravZka-
mithum, The Pair of Cakravakas, In form they are what
has come to be known as khanda-kavys: a short poem
partly narrative and descriptive,* with dialogue of lyric
^charm, each dominant mood being expressed in a suitable
Samskrta vritta. In giving the kavya a fresh and plastic
form, the poet has given to the literature an art-form of
great beauty and possibility. The delicate lingering
beauty of expression and sentiment in these two poems
caress the reader like the touch of a loved hand.

Nature was to him a mistress to be adored with a
sensuous longing. In Vasantavijaya we have a description
of spring.

Slowly and gently the wind blows, laden with pollen. The creepers spread
fragrance all around. The eyes are delighted. The cukoo, sitting one knows
not where, sings a delightful song. The loving heart, shaken, melts; and
control disappears leaving desires free.1

Cakravnka-mithuna is based on the myth that these
ancent symbols of undying love live together during the
dry, but have to spend the night in separation and in vain
to find each other. A pair of cakravaka birds
in a range of mountains. The sun began to set

1 Le waters of the river grew dark, The rays of the sun reached the moun-
tain tops. The beloved, in fear, embraced the mate, agitated over the impend-
ing separation.2

The pair was young and loving, eternally absorbed in
mutual love.3
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